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Town of Alexandria Public Hearing on Solar Moratorium
Wednesday, March 20, 2019, 5:45pm

Attendance: Supervisor Brent Sweet, Councilman john Stine, Councilman Ron Thomson, Councllman
Mike Fayette, Councilman Jim VanCour, Attorney Bob Slye, Town Clerk jessy Hudon

Supervisor Opened the wm&:a Hearing

i

Citizen/Business Owner mm,_mE Williams asked the question “Is this personal?”

Board responded “NO”,

-

zoz.mmmm:am%n:hnoam _m_:dﬂo_‘nmw %mﬂmaz._mno:\_amﬂmmmmu_.om_.mmmm:monxg_m_mumsgmmm:_mio:ﬂdqﬂw_m
Solar Moratorium. : _

No further guestions from the floor.

Motion to CLOSE the Public Hearing made by Councilman Jim VanCour, Seconded by Counciiman Ron
Thomson. Discussion, none. Allin favor 5 ayes, zero nays. Motion passed.

'Public Hearing Closed at 5:50pm.
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Pledge of Allegiance

Attendance: Supervisor Brent Sweet, Councilman John Stine, Councilman Ron Thomsen, Councilman
Mike Fayette, Councilman Jim VanCour, Attorney Bob Slye, Town Clerk Jessy Huden.

.bvﬁune,mm of February 20, 2019 minutes: Tabled

Mpgtion to pay bilis made by Supervisor Brent Sweet, Seconded by Councilman Mike Fayette.
Discussion, none. All in favor 5 ayes, zero nays, motion passed.

Public Comment: ACS m:mm”z:ﬂm:n_m:ﬁ Mr Clopper said thank you to the Board and Hwy Supt. Mike
Tibbles for help provided cver the winter months. )

Mr Farman, Redwood, read a statement on behalf of Dan Peterson.

Public Comment Closed. + , :

Biscussion: Rink project; the Board did a walk thru of Bonnie Castle Rec Center

Discussion: Motion/| _u.ﬂmwo“cﬁo: to put $500,000 in interest bearing account at WSB, ﬂm_u_mn,_.

Discussion: Ray Savage past water bills, no discussion

Discussion: Crowley & xmmmo%m: update, the Towns Pre-2014 billing software review
Engineer Report: m:m_:mmm. company looking into grants thru USDA to help with needed road

construction.
Discussion fouched on St Lawrence culvert & DEC questions impact on spawning beds & wetlands

. {musky grounds).

Gionet Property {Rt 12): Structure torn down and job completed. Current question is the house. Final
report not back yet with recommendations. Attorney Slye stated the house could be subject to eviction
and County could auction 94 the property at the tax sale.

Sewer Committee Report: A_w_.<m: by Councilman Mike Fayette.

Town Clerk Office Hours: Zmé hours will be Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8am-4pm, Tuesday, Thursday
8am-5pm, no closing for a E:ns hour.

Highway Report: Discussion on Bridge, Budget, roads in need of repair
Youth Program: Given by Stacey Durand

Rink Report: given, will look into roof leak further
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Town Clerk Report: m?ﬁm:

mmﬁprm.gwmq 2018, ._m::mé,_moum minutes: tabled

Zoning Report: given

Water Report; given

Sewer Report: given, pump failure, replacement pump mﬁ.mﬂ:m

Court Records Audit mﬂmﬁ:m.““ Motion by Counciiman Ron Thomson to hire Crowley & Hallorhan for
professional services to _.m<_m<< the 2018 court records for the fee of $2000-$3000, Seconded by
Councilman john Stine. U_mncmm_on none. Ail in favor 5 ayes, zero nays. Motion passed.

Discussion: Letter from Emm regarding Henderson property in Redwood, NY, letter asked the Board to
reduce the bill. The Board did not.comment on the letter.

Discussion: Town mowing and mowing equipment
Cemetery Bids for 2019; E_os_wgm bids will have 2 cemeteries that will not be included in the bid
process, bid will be for 2 years.

Motion to purchase a new trailer for recyclables for the Transfer Site for the cost of $1000-$1500 made
by Councilman Jim VanCour, Seconded by Councilman Ron Thomson. Discussion, none. Allin favor 5
ayes, zero nays. Motion passed.

Discussion: Hwy Dept. timeline for doing Spring cleanup at the cemeteries, weather permitting.

Discussion: Playground rehab for Plessis; equipment needs to Um Municipal ﬂmoﬁ. } certified, Jamie
Papin wili icok into pricing.

Motion to purchase a sign for the entrance of the Transfer site made by Councilman Jim VanCour,
Seconded by Counciiman John Stine. Discussion, none. All in favor 5 ayes, zero nays, motion passed

Discussion: replacement of mm:nm at Rt12/Rt26 Village intersection that Uo_\am_,m Church St cemetery and
State property; Councilman’ Mike Fayette will contact DOT about _.m_ummnmam:ﬁ

A ’
Bucdget Revisions: mo::n:“:w: Ron Thomson {Deputy Supervisor $2000/yea a and Councilman Mike
Fayette (Budget Officer mmoo?mma asked to donate their wages totaiing $2500 to wm split equally
between the Town Youth mqomqma & Hearts for Youth, Tabled
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Town Vehicle Policy: Tabled
Finalize 2" Corrective Action Plan: Tabled
Discussion: Work Session scheduled for 5:00pm on Monday, March-25, 2019.

Discussion: STAR Re-Certification renewal {expires in 2020j for Trevor Bogart and Jamie Papin, locking
into courses.

Discussion: AUD Completed and available online and in Town Clerks’ office.

Discussion: Letter read by Supervisor Sweet from citizen Larry Malcomb promoting the purchase of the
Bonnie Castle Rec. Center

Motion to accepi the Loca! Law No 1 of the Year 2019 in reference to the Solar Moratorium made by
Counciiman Mike Fayette, Seconded by Councilman Ron Thomson. Discussion, none. All in favor 5 ayes,

zere nays. Maotion passed.,

LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF THE YEAR 2019

SECTION 1: TTTLE .

This Local Law shell be known as Town of Alexandria Local Taw 1 of fhe year 2019 Tmposing a
Temporary Town-Wide Moratoriurm on the Tostallation of cerfzin Solar Energy Systems.

SECTION 2: PURPOSE AND INTENT

The pupose owﬁ Local Law is to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of the
Towa ﬂ. Alexandria and 1o maintsin the staius quo as to certain soler energy uses, as the present zoning
H.omﬂmd.omm in the Town do not adequately address this type ofuse. The moratoriurs will stop and -
wwn%o_wmu@ suspend the processing of applications for, and the issuancs of any permits, certificates of
nwnﬂm@mbo% and approvals for certain Iand uses relating to certain solar smergy systers, including but not
Hmited to solar fams, and larges scale solar Cnergy systems, as defined in Section 4 herein. - |

- The Town Board recognizes that solar panels have many benefits for the property owner and the

COTOAET m..q in general yet wise regulations regarding fhe placement of certaim solar energy systems is
Tequire . :

‘The instaliation of cerfain moHH. energy systems, particularly Iarge-seale solar energy, wiifity-scale solar
systems, and monH H,mﬁnmm Wm,.ﬁ 1mpacis on neighboring properties. Solar Ppanels are not always visually
compatible with the sefting and they require the cleating of trees and strochures to ensare that suntight

reaches the solar collectors. - ' ‘

The Bowmﬁwﬁﬁp is for a period of six (6} months from the effective date of the Local Law to provide
adequate time for the Town Board 1o analyzs and determine poténiial appropriste revisions and
amendments 1o the Town of Alexandra Zoming Law conceming the use. Provision is made in figs Local
Law to allow for the extension of the six month moratorfom if TNECESSATY.
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SECTION 3: LEGISLATIVE ﬂzdﬁmm

The Town of Ewﬁb&um Town WOE.& does ﬁmumw% find ﬂ.amﬁ .m@w E a temporary halt on the processing,

. permitting and approvals for certain solar Iand uses, there i is tepGtential that such uses could be Iocated
in unsuitable areas within the T own and/or on particular Io aﬁﬁoﬁ ‘adequate dimensional regulations in
place. The potential for the unsuitable location of, and lack of pre property dimensional regilations Tor, sach
uses would have materizl adverse and irreversible impacts on the Town.

Solar energy systems which are mounted on roof tops on existing buildings, and ground mounted systems
covering less than 1/4 acres and generating power solely for the improvements located on the same
property, likely require some clearing of trees and vegetation, but often can be visually integrated into’
existing structures and landscape.

The Town Board also finds that it is in need of time fo performn the necessary analysis of the potential
types of solar energy facilities which could be located in the Town, By maintaining the status quo
regarding such ‘uses the .H_oﬁﬁ Board can provide for the planned orderly m_.osﬂw and mma.&oﬁﬁoﬂ of the
Town. :

SECTION 4: gOHﬂWHOWHGE IMPOSED s APPLICABILITY .

For 2 period of time of six (6) months following the effective date of the adoption of this Local Law, the
Town Board, the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Zoning Officer, shall not permit,
accept, process, interpret, deliberate upon, decide, deny, or make any determination for any land uses

relating to solar energy, including but not limited to wiility-scale monH energy and solar farms as defined
hereafter,

‘This moratorim shall mmﬁq to al cumrently pending and future applications.

The terms “land vses relating to solar energy” shall be broadly construed to include any facility designed

o generate electric power to be marksted, sold or used primarily for other than the power demands of the
Improvements on the property on which such facility is located, including but not limited to *“utility-scale
solar systenns” and “solar farms” (as defined hereafter).

Not included within the seope of this moratorium are solar energy facilities designed to generate electric
power soiely for the use of the improvements located on the same property. -

The term “solar wmmms shall mean “a collection of solar paneis covering obo-@ﬁmﬁmn (1/4) acres or more of
land that are designed to capture sunlight and transform it into electricity.” This definition includes
freestanding and ground pole-mounted photoveltaic and parabolic solar installations. This definition does
not include photovoltaic pancls which are mounted on or affixed to residential dwellings for their use, or
mumicipal buildings for their use, or existing panels mounted on commereial or industrial buildings for
use solely for the building located on the property.

This Local Law shall be binding on the Town Board, ﬂmuuu.bm Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Zoning
Officer, all Town officials and employees, and any applicant or real property owner in the Town desiring
to apply for or receive a permit, certificate of occupancy or approval in thé Town of Alexandria.

The moratorium shall epply to all currently pending and future m%ﬁomﬁoum and shall apply to all areas in
the Town of Emﬁmﬁ&ﬁm and all Zoning Uumﬁﬁoﬁm
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During the perod cwo muw Hﬁowﬁoﬁcuuu the Town Board shall endeavorio oomudw@m@ all reasonable and
necessary review, study, analysis and, if warranted, the revisions to the Town of Alexandria Zoning Law.
During the H.omﬁ.po@ of the moratorinm, no applications will be accepted, nor permits, certificates of
occupancy, or approvals issued, which would authorize development within the Town for land uses
relating to solar energy as deseribed above.

SECTION 5: HMWWh

This moratorium mﬁmﬁ @,m in effect for a period of six (6) consecutive months from its effective date. This
Local Law shall be subject to renewal fof a commilative perjod of up to an additional six (6) months, if
necessary, by Resolution(s) of the Town Board.

SECTION 6: EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS

To the extent that any law, ordinance, rule or regulation, or parts of any laws, ordinance, rules or
regulations of the Town of Alexandria are in conflict with any provision of this Local Law, or any
provision of Atticle 16 of the New York State Town Law concerning special use permits, site plans,

building permits and certificate of occupancy procedure and requirements, this Local Law shall control
and superseded such laws, ordinances, tules or regulations.

JMOH_HOZ ,N %m%

Should any dwner of property mm.oﬁmm by this Local Law mammwn any wunﬂ.woﬂg wmﬁmmw_.ﬁ in the way of .
omﬁwﬁm out the the mﬁgc.n ietter of this Local Law, then the owner of the said ﬁaowﬁ.q Bm% m@@@ to the HogB

Aoom& of the Town of Alexsndria in ﬁﬁgm for a variance from strict ooEwrmEom with this Local Law
upon submission of evidence of such extraordinary hardship. For the purposes of this Local Law,
extraordinary hardship shall not be the mere delay in being permitted to make an application or waiting
for a decision on the application for 2 special use permit, site plan, subdivision, variance or other meE
during the period imposed by the moratorfum imposed by this Local Law.

A request for a §mmbom_nwmmmm upon extraordinery hardship shall be filed with the Town Clerk, including
a fee of $350.00 to cover processing and advertising costs by the landowner, or the applicant with consent
of the Iandowner. The request shall provide a recitation of the specific facts that are alleged to support the
claim of extraordinary hardship, and shall contain such other information as the Town Supervisor or his

designee shall @Hmmoucm as necessary for the Town Board to be fully informed &Ep respect to the
application.

Upon submyission of the aforementioned written application to the Town Clerk, the Town Board shall,
within thirty (30) days of receipt of said application, schedule a public hearing to consider whether an
extraordinary hardship is present. A public hearing on any request for an exception for extraordinary
hardship shall be held by the Town Board as the first regular meeting of the Town Board that oceurs after
the expiration of the publication of notice of the request for a waiver. The notice shall be advertised in
the Town’s designated newspaper at least ten. (10) days prior to the date of the public hearing. Notice
shall also be given, by reguiar mail, fo abutting property owners at the addresses on the tax rolls.

At said public hearing, auw property owner and any other parties wishing to present evidence with regard
to the application shall have an opportunity to be heard, and the Town Board shall, within fifieen (15)

m&uao:wmoHomao?&m%ﬁdﬁoﬂamﬂb@ﬁb&ﬂ%mao@owwhw@mmmmaﬁmow mnwuabm ﬁomﬁﬁromﬁomwﬂ
variation from the strict Hm@EHmEoﬁm of this Local Law, : :
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¥ the Town Board mwﬁmﬁﬁbom that 2 @HoHuoﬁ&\ owaner will suffer oﬁnmow&umq ww&m?ﬁ if this Local Law
is sirictly applied to a @mﬁﬁﬁmﬂ property, then the Town Board shall vary strict compliance with this

Local Law to the BEEE extent necessary to provide the property owner relief from strict compliance
with the Local Law.

SECTION 8: H@Z@Hgm

Any persen, firm or :o..moﬂmﬂgm mnmﬁ shall establish, place alter, o&mﬂm@ ot construct any stucture in

violation of the provisions of this Local Law or shall otherwise Son.ﬂo any of the provisions of this Local
Law shall be subjecttor

A, Such @oﬁmﬁ% as may otherwise be provided by laws, nules, Hmm&mﬂoum of the
Town of Emwmmmﬂm for violations; and

B. Eﬁﬁoﬁﬁm relief in favor of the Town of Alexandria S cease any and all such
actions which conflict with this Local Law and, if necessary, o remove any
construction which may have taken place in viclation of this Local Law.

SECTION 9: mméggﬁuw

If any clause, momﬁmbom ﬁmﬁmﬁ@w seciion or part of this Local Law mﬁ% be adjudged by mh% court of
competent jurisdiction fo be invalid, such judgment shall be confined in its Operation to the clause,
paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have
been rendered, and the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 10: REVIEWS

ﬁw&mwmmﬁnoﬁ%b&%mmm ﬁuﬁmﬁ?uﬁomg&%%cwﬁmﬁmmaﬁowﬁmﬂﬂo,mmﬁﬁwﬂmﬁmémhm
therefore not subject to review. :

This Local Law has been referred 1o the County Planning Board in accordance with the General
Municipal Law §239-m {7] and the Town Board has received and reviewed the findings and
recommmendation of the H efferson County Planning Department.

SECTION 11: Hw&@@g DATE

This Local Law shall @nn efiect immediately upon its filing with the moﬂorm@ o», State in accordance
with New. ,wtoaw Municipal Home Rule Law.

Adjourn meeting until Eo_..x session on Monday, March 25,2019 at 5:00pm.
Motion to go into mxmn::,..m Session for purchase/sale of

litigation by Supervisor Brent Sweet, Seconded by Counci
5 ayes, zero nays. Motion vmmmmn

real property and pending/proposed or current
Iman John Stine. Discussion, none. All in favor
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Mation to close Executive sessfon at 3:50pm and return to Regular Session made by Councilman Ron
Thomsen, Secended by Councilman MikeFayette. Discussion, none. All in favor 5 ayes, zero nays.
Motion passed. . ‘ _

5
Motion to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting at 9:51pm until March 25, 2019 Work Session made by

Councilman Ron Thomson, Seconded by Councilman lohn Stine. Discussion, none. All in favor 5 ayes,
zero nays. Motion passed.

- Minutes taken by Town Clerk Jessy Hudon

Minutes written by Town Clerk Jessy Hudon

Minutes shortened by Deputy Clerk Cheri|. Van Brockiin



